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The 15th Annual Race to Erase MS

Beck Smith 
March 2008 

 
 

ORANGE AFFAIR: This year’s Race to Erase MS 
gala – May 2 -- will be the 15th such celebrity studded 
affair, and the event’s driving force Nancy Davis 
expects it to be an extra special year. “Frankie Valli 
and the Four Seasons will perform,” she reveals. “I 
went to see ‘Jersey Boys’ this summer and fell in love 
with it, and thought, ‘Why not get the real deal?’…Teri 
Garr is going to do something, Dr. Phil is going to do 
something…”  
 
Teen pop princesses Aly & AJ (sisters Alyson and 
Amanda Michalka) will be on hand doing their thing. 
“It’ll be an amazing fashion show with lots of 
celebrities modeling – all the ‘Dancing With the Stars’ 
people….” she says. And more is being planned now. 
What has the author/mother of five/MS patient most 
excited is that by the time of the event, they’ll be able 
to announce a new drug to treat multiple sclerosis 
“that’s really been sponsored by the money our charity 
has raised.” That is, Rituxan, which is already being 
used for treatment of non-Hodgkins lymphoma.  
 
For MS patients, “it’s an I.V. that you have once a 
year that has relatively few side effects. Other drugs 
for MS, you take daily or weekly. It should get FDA 
approval in four or five weeks. When we started this, 
there were no drugs at all to help stop the progression 
of MS,” adds the dynamo, who refused to accept her 
own grim prognosis in 1991 – and went on to start her 
Nancy Davis Foundation for Multiple Sclerosis in ’93. This year, we’ll also see orange all over Race to 
Erase paraphernalia – as well as used in a plethora of items by Race to Erase MS designer Tommy 
Hilfiger and others. “Certain colors have come to be associated with certain causes – red for AIDS, pink 
for breast cancer. We’re using orange,” says Nancy. “Orange is a strong good color.” 
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People.com – Style Watch 

APRIL 24, 2008 
 
 

Join Tommy Hilfiger in the Fight to Cure M.S. 

                       
courtesy erasems.org  

Tommy Hilfiger and other top designers and celebs have teamed up for a unique line of products that benefit the fight 
against Multiple Sclerosis. Dubbed the “Orange you Happy to Erase MS” campaign, the collection features orange-
colored products, including this “We Heart to Erase MS” T-shirt by Hilfiger, Kissable Couture Lip Gloss, a croco-
embossed cuff by Alexandra Knight, and a one-of-a-kind Peace and Love bracelet co-designed by Hilfiger and Nancy 
Davis. All proceeds will go to The Nancy Davis Foundation for Multiple Sclerosis to support MS education and 
research. Check out the goodies (on sale now through the end of May) and learn more about the cause at 
erasems.org. 

Permalink | | Category: Charity  

 

 
                                                  Glam.com 

May 6, 2008 
 

 
 

http://www.glam.com/blogs/et_online/stars_race_to_erase_ms 
 

Numerous celebs came out for a good cause.  

 

It was a night of stars at the the 15th Annual Race to Erase MS gala on Friday night in Los Angeles.  

The night, themed "We Heart to Erase MS," included performances by the cast of ABC's "Dancing with 
the Stars" and crooners FRANKIE VALLI AND THE FOUR SEASONS, as well as an auction hosted by 
TOM ARNOLD and LISA RINNA. TOMMY HILFIGER and NANCY DAVIS co-chaired the event.  

In addition to numerous "DWTS" celebs and dancers, other guests included EMMY ROSSUM, ANNE 
HECHE, BYRON ALLEN, HOWIE MANDEL and TERI GARR. PARIS, NICKY, KATHY and RICK 
HILTON also came out for the big night, with Paris explaining to ET that she lost her grandmother to MS, 
or Multiple Sclerosis. 

 

 

Eonline.com  
May 6, 2008 

http://www.etonline.com/news/2008/05/61277/index.html 
 

Stars Race to Erase MS 
 

 
 

It was a night of stars at the the 15th Annual Race to Erase MS gala on Friday night in Los 
Angeles -- and our CHERYL WOODCOCK was there! 
 
The night, themed "We Heart to Erase MS," included performances by the cast of ABC's 
"Dancing with the Stars" and crooners FRANKIE VALLI AND THE FOUR SEASONS, as 
well as an auction hosted by TOM ARNOLD and LISA RINNA. TOMMY HILFIGER and 
NANCY DAVIS co-chaired the event.  
 
In addition to numerous "DWTS" celebs and dancers, other guests included EMMY ROSSUM, 
ANNE HECHE, BYRON ALLEN, HOWIE MANDEL and TERI GARR. PARIS, NICKY, 
KATHY and RICK HILTON also came out for the big night, with Paris explaining to ET that 
she lost her grandmother to MS, or Multiple Sclerosis.  
 
For more information on the Race to Erase MS, go to www.erasems.org.  
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People.com  

April 29, 2008 
 

  
APRIL 29, 2008 

 

5 of 16 
•  PREVIOUS  
•  NEXT  

TEE FOR THREE 
Paris Hilton does a little self-promotion (and promotes a good cause) as she lets her shirts do the talking during an 
appearance at Kitson in West Hollywood on Monday.  
 
To see more of Paris making a shout out to herself, take a look at our style gallery. 
NEXT PHOTO 

 
PARIS HILTON 

Photos, news and a full bio 
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BizBash Online 

May 6, 2008 
 

http://www.bizbash.com/newyork/content/editorial/e11037.php 
 
 

 

EVENT REPORT   05.05.08 6:28 PM PRINT | SEND TO A FRIEND

Big-Ticket Items 
The 15th annual Race to Erase MS benefit brought in $2 million, with help from auction items 
like a round of IVF fertility treatment and a day of shopping with Nicky and Paris Hilton. 
 

FROM LOS ANGELES Economic forecasts of doom and gloom may have cast a pall on some fund-raising efforts, 

but the 15th annual Race to Erase MS benefit hummed with activity—and the sweet sound of opening wallets—at 

the Hyatt Regency Century Plaza on Friday evening. The event, spearheaded by the socially prominent Nancy 

Davis and designer Tommy Hilfiger, drew a whopping 1,200 supporters, who perused a silent-auction area with 

nearly as many items as there were guests. The event raised the healthy sum of more than $2 million for the Nancy 

Davis Center Without Walls, which supports MS research. 

 

“We realize the economy has taken quite a turn, and there's no doubt it's impacting fund-raising across the board,” 

said Race to Erase MS executive director Liz Zigal, who produced the event with the hands-on Davis. “We felt really 

blessed.”  

 

 

With that many items up for grabs, it's hard to break new ground, but the silent and live auctions managed to 

include such intriguing offerings as a round of IVF fertility treatment (the starting bid was $7,000) and a day of 

shopping with Nicky and Paris Hilton (snapped up for $13,000).  

 

This year's event coincided with the launch of Race to Erase MS's new fund-raising campaign, “Orange You Happy 

to Erase MS,” along the lines of the Gap's (Product) Red collection to benefit Africa. Race to Erase is raising money 

by selling orange-colored fashion items, such as Alexandra Knight's leather bracelets, which it unveiled and offered 

for sale at the gala.  

 

Orange and white made up the decor palette: Mindy Weiss Party Consultants draped the silent-auction room 

in those colors, which also dominated the sparkly signage announcing auction categories. Low arrangements of 

coral-colored tulips and roses coupled with white roses from Mark's Garden topped tables. Davis and her three-

year-old twins wore coral-colored dresses designed for the occasion by Ali Rahimi. And an orange heart embellished 

this year's event logo—“We Love to Erase MS” —which borrowed from New York's iconic ad campaign. Hilfiger's 

new book Iconic America inspired the logo and served as giveaways for departing guests.  

 

Models and celebrities like Harry Hamlin and Lisa Rinna took a spin down the runway in Hilfiger's sportswear 

before Davis came out to address the crowd. In one moving note, Teri Garr, who has MS and had appeared on the 

stage of last year's gala in a wheelchair, walked to the podium after a successful year of physical therapy.  

 

Guests sipped spirits donated by Future Brands and Barefoot Wine and dined on executive chef Manfred Lassahn's 

beef tenderloin and mac and cheese before settling in for a concert by another American icon, Frankie Valli.   —

Irene Lacher 

 
 
PHOTO GALLERY  
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Eye4style.com  
July 21, 2008 

 
 

LA Girls - Shop for a Cause!  

 

Los Angeles girls, get ready to spend! Nancy Davis and the Melrose Place District 
have teamed up for the first-ever Race to Erase MS “Orange Pass” Shopping Benefit. 
Available for $75, the “Orange Pass” entitles the bearer to a range of discounts and 
benefits on fashion, beauty and dining in the Melrose Place District and best of all, 
100% of the proceeds benefit MS research. 
 
 
Participating stores include: Frederic Fekkai, Kate Somerville, Santa Maria Novella, 
Carolina Herrera, Diane Von Furstenberg, Diesel, Lambertson Truex, MAX&Co., 
Mulberry, Sergio Rossi, Mary Norton, Republic, Comme Ca, Dolce Enoteca e Ristorante, 
and Kumo. Sample deals include: 
 
Diane Von Furstenberg - 20% off all regularly priced merchandise; an additional 
20% off all already discounted merchandise  
 
 
Frédéric Fekkai - Free manicure with any service  

Kate Somerville - 15% off Kate Somerville products and Kate Somerville non-medical 
services  
 
 
The “Orange Pass” is valid now through July 25, 2008. Go to 
www.erasems.org/orangepass for more info and to purchase a pass! 

 

 
People.com  
May 5, 2008 

Dancing with the Stars 

Cristian de la Fuente Plans to “Go All the Way” on Dancing 
May 5, 2008 

 

After last week’s ballroom injury, Cristian de la Fuente is still planning to steal the championship on Dancing with the 
Stars — even if he has to do it as a one-armed bandit. 

“I’m going to try to go all the way,” de la Fuente, whose arm was in a sling, told PEOPLE Friday at the Race to Erase 
MS gala in Century City, Calif. “If I get to the finals, then I’m a winner for me.” 

The Chilean actor said his partner Cheryl Burke is choreographing tango and mambo moves for Monday’s show that 
will disguise the arm injury he suffered during last week’s competition: “It’s looking good. It doesn’t even look like I’m 
dancing with one arm.” 

While the injury hasn’t dampened de la Fuente’s competitive spirit, it’s brought out nothing but an outpouring of good 
wishes from his fellow contestants. De la Fuente’s new buddy, Miami Dolphins football player Jason Taylor—with 
whom de la Fuente has made a pact to make it to the finals—even brought him a special arm brace from Miami. 

“We’re competing on a dance show and so everyone should be happy that I’m out of the show,” said de la Fuente, 
“But instead…they’re really concerned about my health and for me staying on the show. That to me means a lot.” –
Scott Huver 

Gilbert Flores/CelebrityPhoto 
Permalink | Comments (0) 
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Paris Promotes Herself While Trying To Help Others Too  

After a weekend in the scorching desert at Coachella with Benji, Paris Hilton was 
back in her natural habitat — Kitson — yesterday afternoon. Can't give her too much 
flack, however, because after donning a shirt with her own face on it and the words 
"Tabloid Blond" Miss Paris was showing off her charitable side with her to support the 
organization Erase MS. Leave it to Paris to somehow merge shameless self 
promotion with doing good at the same time. 

 

 

 
Hollyscoop.com  
April 29, 2008 

 

 
 
 
Paris Helps To Erase MS 

Paris Hilton did a little good yesterday by showing up to Kitson. 
And shockingly, she wasn't there just to shop!  She was there to 
help raise awareness for Multiple Schlerosis by promoting an 
auction consisting of a $500 gift certificate plus four autographed 
items from Paris' clothing line.   
 
All proceeds go to to The Race To Erase MS. Good work, Paris! 
Benji may be rubbing off on her after all.  

 

 
 

 
JustJared.com  
April 29, 2008 

 

Paris Hilton Enters the Race to Erase MS  
TUE, 29 APRIL 2008 

 

Paris Hilton drops by the Kitson boutique on Robertson Boulevard in Los Angeles on Monday. 

The 27-year-old media darling helped raise awareness for multiple schlerosis by promoting an auction 

consisting of a $500 gift certificate and four autographed Paris Hilton Clothing Line items. All proceeds from the 

auction will go towards The Race to Erase MS. For more information on this cause, visit EraseMS.org. 

Paris wore the latest release of her clothing line, the “Tabloid Blonde Tee”, available at ShopKitson.com. 

70+ pictures inside of Paris Hilton entering the Race to Erase MS… MORE HERE! » 
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LATimes.Com – The Envelope 
July 17, 2008 

 
 

Spencer Pratt and Heidi Montag are (big surprise!) freeloaders  

Spencer Pratt and Heidi Montag were 
among the handful of celebrities attending last night's Race to Erase MS fundraiser on 
trendy Melrose Place.  

"The Hills" reality TV stars were handed -- and posed for photos with -- the special 
orange shopping card that gives a 20% discount to stores like Carolina Herrera, Diane 
von Furstenberg, Diesel,  Santa Maria Novella, salons like Frederic Fekkai, and 
restaurants Republic, Jumo, comme Ca, and Dolce.  

The card - had Spencer and Heidi paid for it like regular folks - cost $75, which was a 
donation to fight MS via the Nancy Davis Foundation for Multiple Sclerosis. All the 
attending celebs - including big names Jon Lovitz and Tom Arnold - were carrying the 
card, which is valid until July 25. 

When asked by L.A. Daily News columnist Joel Stratte-McClure (who just  happens to 
be my husband, which is why I got this scoop!) if they'd paid for the card, thereby 
making a $75 donation to fight MS, Pratt admitted that they hadn't.  

"But we are going to do some shopping with it," he countered, adding, " I have no 
budget when it comes to charity." 

When he was told that none of the money he planned to spend at the stores, 
restaurants or salons would go to the charity, he looked visibly relieved.  

"I didn't know that! Dude, you just saved me a lot of money!" Pratt said with a big grin.  

Did I happen to mention that Pratt and Montag don't set foot on a red carpet or attend 
parties or events without being paid. According to InTouch, the blond twins have 
earned about $3 mill in the last two years from their TV salaries, business deals and 
appearance fees at clubs, parties and charity events.  

But at least they earned their money last night. After all, we are running this photo of 
them with the orange card. And I might not have run a photo of Tom Arnold or Jon 
Lovitz.  

In fact, I'm quite sure I wouldn't have. 

Photo: Speidi at the Melrose Place Race to Erase MS event with their free orange 
shopping discount card. 
Credit: WireImage 

 

TheInsider.Com  
July 17, 2008 

 

Race To Erase MS “Orange Pass” Kickoff At 
Melrose Place District  
 

 
Spencer Pratt and Heidi Montag, Brandon Davis and Nancy Davis  
Source: http://www.CelebrityMound.com 

 

Photos 

•   
•     

 

 

fashion.ie  
July 17, 2008 

 
 

Heidi Montag, Spencer Pratt Race to Erase MS 
Posted July 17th, 2008 by fashiongossip  

The Hills villains Heidi Montag and Spencer Pratted took part in The Nancy Davis 

Foundation’s Race For Publicity To Erase MS Orange Pass benefit, at the Melrose 

Shopping District in L.A. on Wednesday. 

Here's the gruesome twosome... 

 

It's been too long - hours - since our last Spencer and Heidi sighting. 

Heidi was recently spotted hanging with Meghan McCain, daughter of Arizona Sen. and 

GOP presidential hopeful John McCain. We are really hoping this will lead to Spencer 

landing the Vice Presidential spot on the Republican ticket. 

As for Spencer Pratt, he told Access Hollywood he has been "praying" for Lauren Conrad 

since her clothing line was dropped by boutique Kitson. 

Dude is not unfunny sometimes. 
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LA.com 
July 17, 2008 

 
 
July 17,2008 
Spywitness: Heidi Montag Wears Prada To Wipe Out MS and Help John McCain  
 
Heidi Montag was upset that no one asked what she was 
wearing when she arrived at a charity cocktail party at 
Lambertson Truex on Melrose Place on Wednesday. But 
"The Hills" co-star became radiant when she realized that 

she could pass a local retail 
innovation on to her favorite 
presumptive presidential 
candidate. 
 
"I'm going to take this to the top," 
said the McCain supporter, 
dressed in a black Prada dress and 
mauve Christian Louboutin shoes. 
"What works in Melrose Place 
might work for the country." 
 
The hot economic concept is the 

"Orange You Happy to Erase MS" shopping card. 
Supporters including Spencer Pratt, Jon Lovitz, Tom 
Arnold and Taylor Dayne  paid $75 for the card and got 
20 percent discounts at Frederick Fekkai, Comme Ca, 
Diesel, Sergio Rossi and other boutiques. The colorful 
phrase was created by Nancy Davis for her Multiple 
Sclerosis Foundation. 
 
"The fee goes for MS research, stores get a business 
boost and customers get a bargain," said Davis, carrying 
an orange Hermes bag. 
 
Montag, 21, thinks expanding the concept nationally could 
help eradicate MS, end the economic downturn and put McCain in the White House. 
 
Lead the way, Heidi! 

 

 

Celebritymound.Com  
July 17, 2008 

 

Race To Erase MS “Orange Pass” Kickoff At Melrose Place District 
Spencer Pratt and Heidi Montag, Brandon Davis and Nancy Davis 
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X17online.com  
April 29, 2008 

 
 

 

 
 

Paris Hilton may be one of the most famous shoppers in the world - but she's more than willing to put that 
talent to work for a good cause! 

Yesterday, for instance, Paris headed over to Kitson to do a little PR for Erase MS, Nancy Davis' foundation 
looking for a cure for multiple sclerosis. Paris' fans should note that their heroine is also auctioning off a 
chance to go shopping with the heiress and her sister Nicky at the foundation's annual gala - bidding starts at 
five grand, so start saving now! 

Of course, Paris was hardly lacking company on her trip to Kitson - in fact, she brought technology personality 
Kurt "CyberGuy" Knuttson along for the ride! (Now there's proof of just how serious a disease MS really is - I 
mean, did you ever think you'd see Paris Hilton kickin' it with the CyberGuy?) 

If you'd like to donate to Erase MS - and it's an incredibly worthy cause - then click here to visit the 
foundation's site for more information. 

 
                                             Hollywood.com 

May 6, 2008 
 

http://www.hollywood.com/photo/15th_Annual_Race_To_Erase_MS_Charity_Gala_Paris_
Hilton/5230070/5230247 

 

15th Annual Race To Erase MS Charity Gala 
 

 
Paris Hilton at the 15th Annual Race To Erase MS Charity Gala. Hyatt Regency Century Plaza, Century City, CA. 05-02-08  

 
15th Annual Race To Erase MS Charity Gala Photo Gallery  

Clic 
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JustJared.Com  
July 17, 2008 

 
 

 

Heidi Montag Races to Erase MS 
THU, 17 JULY 2008 AT 6:21 AM 

 

Heidi Montag and Spencer Pratt attend The Nancy Davis Foundation’s Race To Erase MS Orange Pass 

benefit, at the Melrose Shopping District in LA on Wednesday. 

The Nancy Davis Foundation for Multiple Sclerosis is dedicated to the treatment and ultimate cure of MS. 

Funding research is the core focus of the Foundation and significant strides have been made to find the cause 

and the cure of this devastating disease. 

The 15th Annual Race to Erase MS

 

Celebgossipcentral.com  
July 17, 2008 

 

Heidi Montag, Spencer Pratt Race to Erase MS  

Author:   

The Hills villains Heidi Montag and Spencer Pratted took part in The Nancy Davis Foundation’s Race For Publicity To 

Erase MS Orange Pass benefit, at the Melrose Shopping District in L.A. on Wednesday. 

Here’s the gruesome twosome… 

 

 

   
Week of July 21 - 25 

Heidi Chronicled 
"The Hills" power couple Heidi 
Montag and Spencer Pratt 
went pseudo-glam to the 
"Race to Erase MS Melrose 
Shopping Gala" in L.A.  

 

Extra.com  
July 21, 2008 

 

 

PR-inside.com –  
July 17, 2008 

 
 

 
 
Heidi Montag To Collaborate With Britney Spears? 
 
 

 

 

2008-07-17 16:01:14 - Heidi Montag To Collaborate With Britney Spears? 

Hollyscoop caught up 'The Hills' star Heidi Montag and her outspoken boyfriend Spencer Pratt at 
the Race to Erase MS 'Orange Pass' shopping benefit in Los Angeles Wednesday night.  
 
Talking to Hollyscoop about her current project, Heidi said, 'Well, my single is out right now and 
we are kind of playing a singles game, I have been working in the studio a lot and we are just 
figuring it out.'  
 
When our Hollyscoop reporter asked who she would like to collaborate with she replied, "I 
would say lil Wayne, for sure! Maybe Britney Spears down the road, Madonna, I don't know 
there are a lot of people.'  
 
We asked when her new album would hit stores, to which she replied, "Hopefully soon.' And 
added that a new video was "in the works.'  
 
While Heidi is busy working on her new album, Spencer is keeping busy with a new venture as 
well. 'A video game! That's a big one, I just met with Ubisoft today! We are working on that, so 

 

PR-inside.com –  
July 17, 2008 

get ready for the SPIDEY game! It is going to be wild!'  
 
We tried to get some scoop about the upcoming season of 'The Hills' but Spencer said they 
couldn't say a word because the couple is on a "Gag order. 
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THE NANCY DAVIS FOUNDATION FOR MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS

1801 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 1400, Los Angeles, CA 90067

www.erasems.org

310.440.4842
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